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Participant Information Sheet

Lives Sentenced: The Meaning of Repeated Punishment
You are being invited to take part in a research study. Before you decide it is important for you to understand why the research is being done and what it will involve. Please take time to read the following information carefully and discuss it with others if you wish. Please ask if there is anything that is not clear or if you would like more information. 

Who is doing the research? 
My name is Marguerite Schinkel and I am a researcher at the School of Social and Political Sciences, University of Glasgow. Before this, I studied how long-term prisoners see their sentence. Now I am interested in how people who have served many sentences over a long period of time give meaning to this experience. To find out, I need your help. I would like to speak to you about your sentences, how you see them, and what impact they have had on you and your life. In order to see how this changes over time, I would like to speak to you again 10-18 months later.
What is the purpose of the study?
Not much attention has been paid in the past to how people see the way they are punished by the criminal justice system. I think this is an important issue, because the way sentences are experienced may be very different from how they are intended.  The purpose of the study is to find out how repeated sentences are given meaning and how they impact on people’s lives.
Who is invited take part?
I would like to speak to men and women who have served sentences over a period of at least 15 years, with the most recent sentence being a community or short-term prison sentence. They can have just finished their most recent sentence, or it can be years in the past, as long as they have experience of multiple sentences over at least 15 years.
Do I have to take part? 
No, whether you want to take part is completely up to you. Even after the interview has started you are still free to withdraw at any time and without giving a reason.  You can also refuse to answer any question. 
What will taking part mean for me?
 
What you say will not be shared with anyone outside of the research team - it will be treated as confidential. This means that you taking part will not affect the way you are treated by criminal justice staff or agencies.  The only exception to this is if you tell me about clear plans to harm yourselves or others, in which case I will have to pass this on. You will receive a small token of appreciation for taking part.
How does it work?
 If you are interested, please get in touch. You can email me on marguerite.schinkel@gla.ac.uk  or leave a message on 0141 3308257. We will then set up a pre-interview meeting. During this meeting you can ask any questions you may have and we can get to know each other a little. If you’re still happy to go ahead, we would make another appointment for the interview. This should last around 1.5 hours. I am interested in hearing your stories about your life and sentences, so you will be able to tell me what you think is important. At the end I might have a few more questions, to cover all the topics I am interested in. If you agree, the interview will be audio recorded, so I can type it up and analyse it. If you are happy for me to do so, I will contact you again 10-18 months after the interview to see if you are willing to be interviewed again. 
What will happen to what I tell you? I will use what you and other participants say to write articles in academic journals and briefing papers to the Scottish Prison Service and the Scottish Government. I might even write a book.  I will also give presentations on this research. If you agree, I might play some parts of your interview at these presentations. If you would like to receive (a summary of) the results, please give me your (email) address so I can send it to you. This will take time, though, even a couple of years. You can stay up to date with how the research is going by visiting my blog here http://www.researchunbound.org.uk/lives-sentenced.
Will people who read the findings of the research be able to recognise me? All the information you provide will be kept strictly confidential and I will not use your name or any other identifying information in the reports. If I play a part of the recording at presentations, I will first distort your voice and blank out anything that identifies you, so no one will be able to recognise you. If you have concerns about certain things making you recognizable (for example, the offence for which you were sentenced) please let me know and I will make sure to leave them out or change them. Your personal data (e.g. contact details) will be destroyed a year after the completion of the study.
Who is funding the study? The study is paid for by the Economic and Social Research Council (ESRC), the main funder of social research in the UK, which is in turn funded by the government.
What if I have any questions? 
If you have any questions that you would like answers to before you meet with me, please get in touch. My contact details are: 

Marguerite Schinkel – ESRC Future Leader Research Fellow, University of Glasgow

marguerite.schinkel@gla.ac.uk – 0141 3308257.  I don’t work Mondays.
You can follow the progress of the research on its blog, if you’re interested: http://www.researchunbound.org.uk/punishmentcareers
This project has been approved by the Ethics Committee of the College of Social Sciences, University of Glasgow. If you have any concerns about the way I conduct the research, you can contact the College of Social Sciences Ethics Officer: Dr Valentina Bold – Valentina.Bold@glasgow.ac.uk
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